Appl. No. 09/869,532 

Amdt. dated Aug. 13, 2003 

Reply to Office action of Feb. 13, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) : A method for manufacturing 
products with a coating, wherein from at least one mass 
comprising at least natural polymers, a base product is 
manufactured having a fir st coa tin g upon one r elevant part 
th ereof, and a sec ond coat ing ever at least a po rtion of 
said first coating, said firs': coat ing- — wka4-e-4: 0 at — le ast 
one p arff-fc—e if the produ ct- — a c o a t i n g i -e— ap p 1 i cd -, — a coating 
t*e-ir«^-^ar&ee having a surface tension which is approximately 
equal to or preferably lower than the surface 
tension of a portion of the ao least one per-: ion of the base 

p r o du r r: m oos , — of th e or each re lev ant part of — the base 

g^re^du^^--^€--- which th e- coating — is ap p^4^^ r ---^h-^7ax r crized in 

feae~t>-arr~ least a — ; — a first - -eea- i ng i-e-- -apg^ri-ee- after which 
a—e ocond coat in g i s app 1 i<e dr-^^e^-"-a^^ea^£ — 6r~-pe-* — ion of t he 
4-3Heee-- eea^-i-R^-,- — such that a B — I eao t — p-a-^et— taf — o du e fe — 
o^ever^ed— by- rhc fir -s^— and aocon^ -e€' Qt ing a R 4-^— f- urthcr part 

said pr oduetr~-~ is covered — b y the ^i^s^^^^ftdr ^oat ing 
only . 

Claim 2 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the base product is formed in a mold with raising of 
pressure and/or temperature, preferably by means of 
inj ection molding . 
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Claim 3 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one mass is introduced in or through a mold and 
is heated in the mold, such that at least cross-linkage of 
the natural polymers occurs, while surface tension-reducing 
agents are incorporated in the mass. 

Claim 4 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one mass is at least substantially manufactured 
as paper- forming mass. 

Claim 5 (original) : A method for manufacturing coated 
products, according to claim 1, wherein in the at least one 
mass, release agents are incorporated in an amount such that 
during heating, a portion of the release agents egresses 
from the mass and bonds to the wall of the mold, such that 
during manufacture of successive products in the same mold, 
a substantial constant layer of release agent always remains 
present . 

Claim 6 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
as release agent, a surface tension-reducing component is 
added to the mass . 

Claim 7 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 1, 
wherein a coating is used having a surface tension of less 
than 42 dyne/cm (45^4 2x10 3 N/m) , preferably less than 36 
dyne/cm (36x10 " 3 N/m) and more in particular less than 32 

dyne/cm ■■( 32 * _(J32xl 0 3 N /™) • 

Claim 8 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
a product is formed which, after leaving the molding die in 
which it is formed, has a surface tension of less than 44 
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dyne/cm and greater than 30 dyne/cm, while a coating is 
applied to at least a portion of the surface, said coating 
being water based and having a surface tension of between 40 
and 2 7 dyne /cm. 

Claim 9 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the product, upon leaving the mold, has a moisture content 
of less than 3 wt . %, while by means of coating, moisture, 
in particular water, is introduced into the product. 

Claim 9 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the product, upon leaving the mold, has a moisture content 
of less than 3 wt.%, while by means of coating, moisture, in 
particular water, is introduced into the product. 

Claim 10 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
as coating, a water based, one phase system is used, 
preferably having few micelles. 

Claim 11 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
1, wherein the at least one coating is applied to the base 
product at a temperature of between 20°C and 50°C, 
preferably between 25°C and 50°C, the arrangement being such 
that the surface tension of the coating is slightly reduced 
with respect to the surface tension at lower— te mperature 
te mpe ratures . 

Claim 12 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
1, wherein as coating, in particular as first coating, a 
coating is used comprising at least one component from the 
group consisting of-?- melamine, acrylic binders, 
water-resistant lacquers, cellulose lacquers, cellulose 
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acetate propionates, polyethylene, polyacrylates , synthetic 
polymers, natural polymers, synthetic waxes, natural waxes, 
polyactic acid, d erivatives of the prec e ding or and 
combinations of t he--e- rcccdi -f^€h-t hereof . 



Claim 13 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
1, wherein as coating, in particular as second coating, a 
coating is used comprising at least one component from the 
group consisting of-r- acrylic binders, latices, 
styrene-butadiene latex, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl 
acetate, polyacrylates, polyethylene glycol, polyactic acid, 
synthetic polymers, natural polymers, natural waxes, 
synthetic waxes, for instance ionic polyethylene waxes, and 
derivatives of the preceding or combinations of the 
preceding -: — thereo f 

Claim 14 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
in the coating, in particular the first and/or second 
coating, cross linkers are incorporated. 

Claim 15 ( currently amended) : A method according to in 
accordance with claim 14, wherein the cross- lin ki n g agent is 

selected^-ess- jr-Htke- ra ar e ^us-eei from the group cons ist i n g of 

zirconium acetate, urea formaldehyde, melamine formaldehyde, 
glyoxal, ammonium zirconium carbonate, 

polyamideamine-epichlorohydrin, epoxides , trimetaphophate 

de^irv atives th e r e of or and combinations of the 
p rcccd i^g-thereof . 
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Claim 16 (original) : A method according to claim 13, 
wherein in the at least one coating, at least one of the 
waxes is combined with at least one of the other components 
mentioned . 

Claim 17 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
at least one coating is used which increases the water vapor 
proof ness of the product . 

Claim 18 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
at least as outer or outermost coating, and FDA-allowed 
coating is used. 

Claim 19 (original) : A method according to claim 11, 
wherein at least as outer or outermost coating, a 
fat-resistant and/or fat-tight coating is used. 

Claim 20 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
1, wherein the at least one coating is applied to only one 
part of the product, the surface tension of the parts of the 
product that remain clear of the coating being kept or 
rendered relatively low with respect to. ewer than the 
surface tension of said coating. 

Claim 21 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the product is manufactured from at least two different 
masses, the surface tensions of the parts formed from the 
different masses preferably differing from one another. 

Claim 22 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one coating is applied by spraying. 
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Claim 23 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the at least one coating is applied by atomizing. 

Claim 24 (original) : A method according to claim 22, 
wherein the at least one coating is applied by airless 
spraying or atomizing. 

Claim 25 (original) : A method according to claim 22, 
wherein the at least one coating is applied by spraying or 
atomizing with compressed air-control. 

Claim 26 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
the product has at least one receiving cavity, the receiving 
cavity being at least partially filled with fluid coating 
and subsequently poured empty, such that a film of coating 
remains behind on at least a portion of the wall of the 
receiving cavity. 

Claim 27 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
on or in at least a part of the base product there is 
provided an agent influencing the properties of the relevant 
product part, prior to the application of the at least one 
coating to the relevant product part. 

Claim 28 (original) : A method according to claim 27, 
wherein as said influencing agent, a softener or 
softener-containing gent is used. 

Claim 29 (original) : A method according to claim 27, 
wherein as said influencing agent, water or a 
water- containing agent is used. 
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Claim 30 (original) : A method according to claim 1, wherein 
a coating is used comprising an agent influencing the 
properties of the base product, in the form of at least a 
softener . 



Claim 31 (original) : A method according to claim 30, 
wherein as softener, water is used. 



Claim 32 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
30, wherein to the relevant base product part, at least one 
coating is applied which is d_en_s_er_than_r Glativcly dcnoc 
w-jr th respect to -said agent influencing the properties of the 
base product . 

Claim 33 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
1, wherein a coating is used in which a surface 
tension-reducing agent is included which provides for a 
reduction of the surface tension of the coating layer after 
drying . 

Claim 34 (original) : A method according to claim 33, 
wherein as surface tension-reducing agent, an oily or 
oil-containing product is used. 



Claim 35 (original) : A method according to claim 33, 
wherein as surface tension-reducing agent, silicone oil is 
used . 



Claim 36 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
35, wherein between 0.5 and 15 vol . % of silicone oil based 

upon the total volume of coating composition to get her with 
silicone oil is employed— used . 
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Claim 37 (currently amended) : A method according to claim 
36, wherein between 2 and 10 v ol . % of silicone oil ba sed 
upon the total volume of coating compositi on to gether with 
silicone oil is employed is used . 



Claims 38-47 (canceled) 
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